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We began our nonfiction reading unit entitled Argument 
and Advocacy last week.  In this unit, students learn how to read 
opinion/argument articles.  The focus is on recognizing the claim 
the author is trying to make, the reasons the author states to 
support their claim and finally what evidence they provide.  The 
students have been reading debatable issues independently and 
discussing the issues in small groups.  Students are beginning to 
take sides on these debatable issues and finding reasons and 
evidence to support their claim.  These reading and speaking skills 
tie in nicely to the argument writing pieces they are completing 
with Mrs. Morrison in writing class.  They are also learning 
important skills on how to process information critically rather 
than believing everything that they read or hear.  This is an 
especially important skill in today’s world of information.  
Students should continue to be reading for 30 minutes at least 4 
days a week at home.  It is important that the skills taught in 
school are practiced independently at home.   

 
 
 

There is plenty of Math going on in 5th and 6th grade! The 
6th graders are just beginning a unit on rational numbers. 
Currently, they are learning about real world situations involving 
integers. In the near future, the students will be ordering integers 
as well as rational numbers. They will also use rational numbers to 
graph in the coordinate plane.  

The 5th graders recently completed the unit on dividing 
whole numbers. We will continue to practice dividing using the 
standard algorithm to calculate not only whole number quotients 
but decimal quotients too. This week, we started work with 
fractions. The students will soon be able to identify and determine 
equivalent fractions, and we will move into adding and subtracting 
fractions in the days ahead. It is so important to build a strong 
foundation with fractions in 5th grade. The students will benefit 
from it in the years ahead. 

 
 

Fifth graders are working hard on their argument essays. 
We have begun a new topic in which they get to take a stand on, 
allowing them some more choice. Instead of the issue of chocolate 
milk they may be working on: Sports, Alternative Energy, or 
Drinking Water. They will then practice using the steps and skills 
learned in the first argument essay, along with new skills to 
produce a quality argument piece that convinces their reader of 
the ideas they chose, grounded in their research. 

Sixth graders will begin the theme literary essays. This 
unit continues to teach how to develop a claim and articulate it, 
plan their essay, and writing about evidence with explanation. 
Students will be asked to read complex texts closely, paying 
attention to details. While learning to write essays about the texts 
they read, they will not only become more powerful writers, but 
also more powerful readers. 

ELA 5-Piaschyk Math-Runninger 

ELA 6-Hollenbeck 
Writing-Morrison 

Hello Families! 
Thank you for your diligence, in support of your child’s 

reading habits.  All of our students are making gains in their 
reading levels, focusing on getting them prepared for 7th grade. I 
am seeing growth in our students!  Their close reading skills are 
continually developing to become habits.  They pay attention to 
detail and think analytically about their novels.  We are working 
toward focusing on analyzing characters as vehicles for themes, 
and how to recognize suspense. First, we will look at subjects the 
author is preoccupied with and notice how they appear again and 
again in the story creating a motif.  Motif work is easy to bridge to 
theme by asking students what troubles the characters are facing, 
and that some troubles surface more than once. We will wrap up 
the trimester with the author’s craft, symbolism, and imagery.  
Please continue to remind our students to read and respond in 
their journals at least 4 times a week. Student grades are entered 
weekly on school tools and you are welcome to check in!  If you 
have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact me.  
Warmly, 
Mary Hollenbeck 

 



- http://3.bp.blogspot.com/--JXGAJ9UGr4/UFuiRzwitBI/AAAAAAAAHac/857-
HollQKWEOQ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
                   

 

 

 

  

Tuesday & Wednesday, February 5th & 6th   

ELA Interim 

Tuesday, February 12th  

Math Interim 

Board of Education Meeting—7:00 (Elem) 

Wednesday, February 14th  

Valentine’s Day—Party in Homeroom 

Friday, February 15th  

Cabin Fever 

February 18th
 22nd  

NO SCHOOL—Mid-Winter Recess 

Wednesday, February 27th   

BREIA Trails  
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Reminders 

 
1) Read at least 30 minutes every day! 

2) Practice your multiplication facts daily! 

3) Bring Agenda/Home-School folder home 

everyday and have parents check it! 

4) Please check your child’s daily schedule 

before making appointments! 

5) Sneakers for PE! 

 

This Month’s Highlights 

Looking Ahead 
3/1-PTG Winter Dance 

3/12- Board of Education Meeting 

3/13 & 3/14—Parent/Teacher Conferences—Early Dismissal 

3/15-Superintendent’s Conference Day—NO SCHOOL 

3/25-Evening of Excellence  

3/21-Music in our Schools Month-Concert @ High School 

3/22- PTG Science Fair 

 

Winter Cross Country Ski trip planned!! 
 
On Wednesday, February 27th, the 5th and 6th graders will 

be participating in a field trip to the BREIA Trails, in Boonville.  The 
students will have qualified instructors to help them learn how to 
cross country ski.  The trip will be from 8:15-2:00 and the students 
will need to bring a bag lunch that day.   Please be sure to dress 
your student appropriately for the weather: winter jacket, snow 
pants, hat, gloves, boots, long warm socks, and warm clothing 
underneath. There are warming huts on the trails and a place to 
eat lunch, but a majority of the day will be outside.  

PE-Jones 

Peace-Builder Focus 

Cabin Fever 
On Friday, February 15th from 8:30 -11:30 the students 

will be experiencing Cabin Fever Fest 2019, in the High School. It 
will be a morning of celebration and energetic activity that will 
highlight our newly constructed High Tunnel. Activities include: 
greenhouse scavenger hunt, aqua- growing, Burton's bees, an 
obstacle course, the smoothie bike and food tasting, a plant and 
sip/snack station, an art project, and raised bed construction.  
 
Students should wear clothing and footwear to be active.  
 

Right Wrongs 
 
To right wrongs is to do the right thing when an unacceptable, undesirable or unjustly behavior was committed 
to another person. To right wrongs may mean to apologize, write a letter, explain the misunderstanding, etc., 
which will reduce the chances that past wrongs will be repeated in the future. To right wrongs is an important 
principle to the Peace Builders program. Righting our wrongs helps both children and adults communicate 
openly and honestly about issues that they care about. Righting wrongs is a belief we must live by, in order for 
young people to make a better world for themselves. Encourage children to share their thoughts and guide 
them toward positive behaviors that will make a difference and help young people have the courage to right the 
wrongs in their lives. 


